Nature of God #5 Dr. Herman Hoeh  -  Jesus of Nazareth  -  Part 5
As you usually note, I have the English translation of the OT when I need to refer to it. And I use an interlinear of the New King James Version when I refer to NT material. It is essential once more to restate the distinction of each of the lectures in summary by the nature of defining Jesus of Nazareth in his unique role. There were five scheduled of which this is the fifth. The first was a summary of what is meant by the term God, where in Matthew we have the statement – baptize into the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. And in this case we have, as understood historically, a unique definition in which God is seen as functioning as Father, as Son and also as the Holy Spirit, not in a sense now one, now another, but a fundamental, eternal relationship.  [Does the reader understand what is being stated here?  These are not functioning as one, then another in a different situation.  These ‘three’ (under one of the Trinitarian premises) are stated as being separate beings in an eternal relationship to each other!  If this is the speaker’s intent, then it refutes the ‘hupostasis’ premise put forth in one of the “God Is…” booklet versions!]
Then we analyzed what is meant by God as Father, discovering to what extent very little is said in the Hebrew scriptures, and very much is said in the NT as we would expect when Jesus himself said – he came to reveal God as Father. [Another insightful statement!  That the Being we read of in the Old Testament is to the greater part, the Being who became the “Son”.  It is the New Testament that speaks more often of the “Father”!]  Then the question arises: How do we understand the Son? And here is where many especially individuals who may no longer been with us who had been before who were not able to understand the distinction of God as the Son and of Jesus Christ of Nazareth who was born in Bethlehem. God as Son, defining a nature of God, that is though God is spirit in nature that nature manifests itself as Father and Son. [Another profound premise!  That the Spirit manifests as both Father and Son, not a separate and distinct Being itself?  And that father and son relationship which is eternal was played out once in Bethlehem of Judea. But when we think of God eternally as Son, we are not thinking of God dwelling in the human flesh. So the third one was the Holy Spirit – not a the – was the Son and the fourth one was the Holy Spirit.  [Here speaking of the third / fourth message, not third ‘person’.]
And now we are at the fifth.  And why this has to be five is to make a clear distinction between God who is eternally Father, Son and Holy Spirit and chose to manifest Himself as a human being who now dwells as a glorified human being in the presence of God in heaven. And this glorified human being once born of the House of David in Nazareth is God. [So then, the Son is (and always was) GOD, though the Being who became the Son was not always the Son, born of Mary.  This would strongly represent two distinct and separate Beings, one of which became incarnate, and the other who did not!]  And in what sense is he distinct from what God as Son was, is and always will be. [What ‘distinction’ are we making here?]  So we now want to look once more at the first presentation. In Matthew 28 we are given the summary  - you are to baptize into the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. The Name was understood, whenever spoken in Aramaic or Hebrew, to be a synonym forYAHWEH, that is, the capital letters all the way through in most English translations, L-O-R-D, LORD, because the Jews chose not, from the days of Jeremiah on, to pronounce the Name, but to refer to it by the term Adonai.  And it came to be custom, not merely to do that, but in speech to refer to the Name, that is that word in Hebrew, Haschem, the Name. Schem has this meaning.  [Here Judaism, and to great degree, Christianity also, makes the assumption that YHWH, (the Name) refers to the Being we know as the Father.  But as admitted above, the Being of the Father is largely unmentioned in the Old Testament.  YHWH is for the most part, referring to the Being who DEALT with the Patriarchs and with Israel, who is the same who became the Son!  (Though it can be demonstrated that YHWH can refer to either Being in some places, as can the names ‘Father’ and ‘Ancient of Days’!]
On this basis we must never forget that the infinite God is as Father, one who begets in Himself eternally the Son. Because God is eternal, the Son is eternal as well as God as Father is eternal. [Admitting that two Beings are eternal, though separate!]  And what we are talking about is the very mind of God, God the thinker, God who reasons, and the Son is thought, the Son is wisdom, the Son is what is reasoned. [Here Dr. Hoeh reverts to that unique (to him) explanation.  No, God the Son is more than just a ‘thought’.  He in fact assisted in Creation, emanating not only thought Himself, but exuding the Power to cause energy and matter to come into existence.]  And that is expressed in John by the Greek word, Logos. We are in a sense, talking about what spirit is and does, and the spirit that is God, what God is and does and thinks in Himself. [If we allow the word Logos to convey the sense that John put into it, we will realize that Logos is not just a thought, the Logos was God and was WITH God.  Two separate Beings, One with the Other from eternity!]  We are not talking about beings in God. God is one and one being. {God is one in the sense of unity, not in the sense of numerical quantity.  This is the fundamental mistake the Jews made anciently, due in large part to the above admission, that the Old Testament said and revealed little regarding the existence of the Father.  If God meant numerical singularity in Deuteronomy 6:4, He would have used the word ‘yachid’, not ‘echad’.  Echad indicates a ‘unity’ among more than one!]  We are talking about a way of being, how God is to be perceived by humans, how God reveals Himself, and how He deals with us. Because the sense of father and son is commonly used in terms of reproduction, even in the animal world, mother and daughter can be expressed equally well, there is a tendency to assume that there is some physical reproduction of one from another and the other did not exist before.  [Granted, there was a particular time when the familial relationship between the TWO came to be, where one of the two took the essence of the other and made it into a material component capable of engendering a physical being, reproducing that ‘second Being’ in physical form, as opposed to His prior existence in the Spirit form.  Prior to the incarnation, the two existed as YHWH / Adonai, as shown in places such as Psalm 110:1, not as Father / Son.  There was ‘a day’ when this situation first became fact.  (Heb. 1:5.)]
This is not the sense in which the nature of God is to be perceived. The nature of God is spirit. God thinks. He creates. God is infinite. His thoughts are - His thoughts, uh, are infinite and His wisdom is infinite. God has never been one who never thought, who never reasoned, who never expressed wisdom. If God to you is simply a kind of glorified human being, you are misunderstanding how the universe got here.  The universe is here because God is greater than the universe, thought it through, and in fact, expressed that thought in a remarkable way. The word logos means an utterance or an expression of thought. [Logos means “God”.  John affirms as much.  God expresses thoughts and words.  BOTH do, not just one but not the other!]  When God thinks, He expresses it and conveys it to, at one time the angelic realm when there was no material world, and then the material world when man is on earth, even to human beings.  [Now, this thought is worthy of pursuit.  When God (the Father?) expressed thought toward the angels, were those angels separate spirit beings, or were they just thoughts expressed in intangible mental waves?  Angels are separate spirit beings, even having capability of independent (and rebellious) thoughts of their own.  Is the Son of God a lesser expression than they?  Only a ‘thought’?]
Now in the sense that God is a father, we have two areas to think about. One, God in Himself, into Whom we are baptized by the baptism of water, into the very Name of the God Who is an eternal, infinite being, into a relationship with Him Who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And that relationship is that the mind of God thinks. And the mind of God is full of God’s thoughts. In fact, God is divine mind. [We need to establish, Is the Spirit of Christ a separate entity?  Does the Son have the capability of independent thought?  Capable of having a will of His own?  If not, there would be no need whatsoever of the Son keeping His own Will subservient to the Father’s!]  You will have to recognize sooner or later that God’s mind is not limited to time and space in some skull, in an image in which God is seen as having hands and feet, eyes and nose and mouth in the realm of spirit. Moses said – Do not assume that you ever should reproduce God as an image, because you saw no image. God may choose to manifest Himself, to visualize Himself. It is called an epiphany, a manifestation or a theophany. The manifestation of God in human form that may be seen in a vili….in a vini…, sorry, that may be seen in a vision or that may be manifest from time to time as one who walked to see Abraham and then ascended and disappeared. That was an epiphany, a manifestation, as Adam would have perceived God. [Is it being alleged here that God the Father, or the Son has no form?  If we are made in the image of Him, but He has no form or ‘image’ to replicate, then we have a rather profound ‘problem’, as that was the founding intent in the creation of mankind from the beginning!  If we want to know what God looks like, we only need to consider our own images.  (See Genesis 1:26.)  No, God is more than a vision.  Having the capability when in spirit form to appear and disappear does not mean God has no form.]
But God chose to make it known that we are uniquely to perceive Him as different. He is Spirit Who fills the universe and that Spirit is mind.  [God’s mind may direct that Spirit, but the Spirit is not the source of the thoughts of God, the individual Beings impart consciousness and character each to that increment of Spirit of which they exist.  The concept of ‘thought’ being greater than the individual Beings who are the ultimate SOURCE of thought is all backwards!]  God’s mind is as great as the universe. [God is greater than the Universe, which is His original and perpetual Creation.  It is His mind that wills the Universe into existence, and sustains it, otherwise it would collapse into nothingness.]  You cannot say when you deal with spirit that God’s mind is located in some part of Him. [WHY can we not say that?  God’s eternal power and Godhead is “understood by the things that are made”.  (Rom. 1:20)  Creation itself demonstrates how the eternal things are.  WE exhibit that very pattern within ourselves, which facilitates our understanding of God’s existence.  God produces conscious thought, as do we.  God imparts personality and consciousness to that increment of Spirit of which He (they) are composed, as we do within our material bodies.]  That is to think materially. [God specifically GAVE us the material form to illustrate how the Spirit form exists and functions.]  God is full of light. He is full of wisdom. He is full of the ability to reason and to understand all things from beginning to end that involve His creation. In Himself God also chooses to dwell in us. [True, but we here have moved way off the line of reasoning of the previous few sentences.  Yes, God can impart His mind into us, IF we are receptive.  That is BY the power of His Holy Spirit, which is a function of His righteous character, as opposed to empowering the existence of energy and matter, which requires no conscious acceptance.]  And so He sends His spirit. That spirit is operative, as we saw in the fourth presentation, in our minds. So that we begin to think and do differently than before we turned around our life and sought God through prayer and repentance. It is very interesting to consider how small people have conceived of God. 

The One who is named is the One who says – do I not fill the universe; I do not dwell in temples made by hands. God chose to manifest His presence in the temple, but He was not limited to temple that Solomon built, or the tabernacle earlier, or the temple of Herod. He may choose to dwell in human beings, but He’s not limited to that. So today, what we want to ask is what is the relationship of what God has thought, what He has uttered as thought? And here we have the story of what happened to God’s thought, His wisdom, which is expressed of course as we read in Proverbs ch. 8 beginning with verse 22. 

John 1:1 says, as you will remember, “In the beginning was the word”, or logos in Greek. The Greeks were interested at that time in wisdom and in the cause of creation. [But, the Greeks didn’t choose to use this word.  John did.  Their ‘contribution’ was to interpret what the word as used here meant, not saying they interpreted correctly.  Keep in mind that Greeks were heavily Gnostic and would have injected that point of view into their reasonings.]  They saw a world, and unlike our world where we are not interested in whether reason lay behind the structure of the universe, we are not even in our modern scientific world – that is secular – there is always a religious scientist who may often be found in Europe more than in this country, but our natural discussion of God doesn’t make sense, because one God isn’t natural, He is spiritual, and to what has He to do with the universe anyway.  Christians think of God as a creator. But in reality, the world of secular science does not choose to address this question. This is why the world today would never ask the question: What do you mean by logos? What do you mean by wisdom? What do you mean by reason? That must underlie the universe. We only think in terms of the physical. [Yet, Romans 1 shows us that the spiritual dimension is illustrated in and by the material side.] 

The Greeks long ago asked a far more important question. They were trying to think what mind was it that brought the universe into being, or was it always here? There were those who concluded it’s always been here. And there were those who concluded that there was wisdom behind it. There was reasoning behind it. There is therefore order. We don’t think in those terms today in physics. So we are in this series in fact, asking a question that the secular scientific world has abandoned and has chosen not to address unless it is willing to just allow a little crack of light, and say, “What lies on the other side of the origin of the universe?” And here an expression from German science tends to appear in English in a unique way. What may lie behind the universe is casually dismissed as “God stuff, God stuff.” I must say, that if I were to look at the Greek mind that asked the question, “divine utterance”, or “God stuff” – something has entered that has degraded modern man with all his skill that we can come up with no wiser expression than that.  [Romans chapter 1 speaks well to this phenomenon.]
I think that this is an important perspective, because if God is eternal, He has been, is and will always be God as a father, and God as a son, because God as Father is always begetting, always thinking. [We established earlier that the Father / Son relationship was not eternal, but came into being at one specific moment in time. This statement by itself has an element of truth. The “son” was not a Son of the Father until one Being took the essence of the other pre-existing Being and converted it to a ‘seed’ capable of impregnating human form life in a woman.]  And what He begets we call the Son. [You see, Dr. Hoeh’s idea of the existence of the ‘Son’ is merely the production of the ‘thought’ of the Father, and since He has thought eternally, therefore the Son existed eternally as a result.  No, this contradicts two separate Beings, each producing thought, otherwise, how could the two collaborate in the Creation of the Universe and the formation of mankind in their image?  Such an idea also contradicts the declaration that at one specific moment in time, the Father ‘begat’ the Son in human form.  He did not exist thus for all eternity!]  He is always thinking and reasoning on our behalf as we seek Him. He is not someone who has gone off and ceased to think. I want you to understand that. If God is infinite, and as we know in mathematics, you can subtract one from infinity and have infinity; you will not change infinity. You can subtract two or three and you haven’t changed infinity. In fact, you can have no end to the numbers that you can say can be subtracted from infinity and you will still have infinity. There was a time perhaps mathematicians could not explain it. But it is demonstrable mathematically that whatever number you can imagine, however many thoughts God may have had, you can never in fact, alter the fact that His thoughts are still infinite. Which is why God, if you please, can download, to use a new, modern term, to download His mind and come to appear in the flesh, as a human being, so that you can see what the end of the law is. And that’s the meaning of the “end of the law,” not that there is no law. [This blends two separate ideas, creating a very confusing statement.  Let’s stay with the original track for the moment.  Now, IF God’s ‘thought’ is what became Christ, then how can He be a separate Being.  IF the Son is God’s ‘thought’ incarnate, then how could that thought DIE?  God’s consciousness and ‘thoughts’ are infinite, incessant and eternal, as admitted above.  This line of reasoning is clearly faulted.  No, there was a Spirit Being who consciously CHOSE to divest Himself of His glorified Spirit state of being in order to ‘take on’ the form of a ‘servant’.  (Php. 2:7.)]
 Paul said that we establish the law and never forget that, but that’s not the law in the letter. That’s the spirit, the intent and it defines why Christ’s character could be foreseen in the Law of Moses which says, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself. You shall love God with all your heart and soul and mind and might.” And if the Law of Moses … (missing )…says to love your neighbor as yourself, but to love your enemy, and even to give your life for another. Now when we grasp that, then we can see what the issue is. God chose that His mind, reason, wisdom should be manifest as a human being who would be in the flesh not merely from the House of David and the son of David, but also, the Son of God, that He should come to dwell as the Son. [Here we have a pivotal premise.  Was the manifestation of God the Son a physical representation of the MIND of the Father.  This premise underlies much of this message.  Did the Son express the Father’s mind and will, or was His very Being the THOUGHTS made flesh?  Such a premise would tend to disregard the duality of Persons, evident even from the first chapter of Genesis.  “Let US make man in OUR image!” It doesn’t appear that the idea is being put forth that the Father Himself is merely a ‘thought’, but rather a REAL Spirit Being.  Then why is it prohibitive to conceive of the Being of the Son as eternally co-existing in the same Spirit form?  How else could there be the ‘equality issue’ that caused such a negative reaction among the Jewish hierarchy?]   God did not choose to manifest Himself as Holy Spirit. [This statement is problematical. Because Christ promised that He would come to His own by that means during these pre-millennial centuries. (John 14.)  The Spirit of God, from the Father, sent in the Son’s name will project to us and impart to us His Life. If there is any area where we could make a case of the Father’s thoughts being manifest to us, it would be in the availability of the Holy Spirit.] He chose not to manifest Himself as the Father. [How COULD the Son impersonate His Father?  The Father (His Father) is a separate Being!]  He chose to manifest Himself as the Son. This is because we call God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we address Him as the Father. [No, not really for this reason.  We refer to this ‘second person’ as ‘the Son’, because His Father rendered the Spirit essence of the other Being into a seed capable of being born into the material world.]  And as God chooses to dwell in human beings, He chooses to dwell as the Holy Spirit. But when He chose to dwell in a unique human being, He chose to dwell as the Son -  which means to put into that ovum, in, in this case, Mary the virgin, all that God wanted to be manifest in the flesh, of His wisdom, His knowledge, His reason, His thoughts. [Was the Son the embodiment of those thoughts, or did He reflect those same thoughts in Himself?  We see in places such as Philippians 2:7 the ability (prerogative) of independent thought and choice!  And, that choice was made prior to the incarnation.]
And when God, by the Holy Spirit, acted to place His mind and to be Father to what was to be born from her womb, there started to grow both in the womb and after birth, a human being, of the House of David on His mother’s side, Whose father is God. (I use His because he’s still alive) [In actual fact, He reverted back to His Glorified Spirit existence after His ascension.  (John 17:5)  We see in this revealing passage that the Being who became the Son had a pre-existence WITH the Father, in reality, as John 1:1 indicates!]  And as he grew, his body grew, as He grew, His mind grew, his brain grew. So God in fact, manifest Himself as Joshua, or Jesus, Jesus (Haysoos), whatever language you would like, and He grew in stature and wisdom. And as His mind grew, His memory grew and grew. And the more He read of scripture, the more He began as (or heard it read to Him first presumably and then read it as time went on), He remembered what it was like to have been in the presence of Abraham, to have been in the Garden of Eden, to have seen Satan fall, having sinned and rebelled against God, to having been at the beginning, and if you please, to having been before the beginning. He was there when the very mind of God, which is Jesus of Nazareth, thought to bring the universe into being. [Yes, He was there with Adam and Eve, with Abraham, He witnessed (and participated in) the Creation, not just as a ‘thought’ but as a separate independent Being WITH the Father.]  Without the Son, there would be no universe, and that Son was manifest as Jesus of Nazareth. And the writer of Hebrews, and in other places in Colossians, makes quite clear  that the universe is sustained by Jesus Christ, that is God as Son, which is why He also said though He should die physically and lose consciousness and was laid asleep in the tomb, not only would the Father raise Him up, but He would raise His temple, this temple which was His body, because He knew that in fact, He was God’s mind and He knew what God’s mind was like, because it was His. God was replicated in Him. Now that’s the thing we have to focus on.  [Was it really ONE God in replica, or two co-equal, co-eternal Beings working in concert?  Hebrews 1:1-3 shows two ways the two were identical, then two ways the two were distinct, then has one sitting at the right hand of the other!  This is what caused the Jews to react very negatively.  This TRUTH is what got Christ killed!  One of these Beings died and lost consciousness, the other did NOT!]
In Him God manifest how to live. He manifest how we ought to live, not by the letter of the law but by the intent of what God had in mind when He spoke to the patriarchs, to Moses, to the prophets, and conveyed to them what God asks us to be -- to be merciful, to be imbued with love and graciousness and goodness. [Who was it who audibly spoke to these?  (John 5:37)]  All of which would be impossible by the flesh, but is made possible because we can tap into God ourselves, and ask Him to send His Spirit which conveys to us His nature. It is Spirit. The nature of God is Spirit. And that Spirit brings the qualities of love and goodness and mercy, appropriately called qualities.  [IF God’s Nature is Spirit, then to conceive of His Spirit as a ‘third person’, a separate Being, would be to render God’s interaction with us as indirect!  Yet, Christ, referring to the Holy Spirit said, “I will come unto you.” (Jn. 14:18)]
Now the wonder is: what was unique about Jesus? 1) Of course, His father was God. That is stated in the NT. To a Jewish audience I would not address the question the same way. In fact, I would start just with the OT and I might leave it there, and read to them some wonderful things. So my purpose is not today to try to explain why we still have people who are called Jews. A Jew is not what it meant in NT times. That is one, in whom the very wisdom of God should have been made manifest through human beings, so that the people who would come to visit the land of Judah would have found such a wise people, who understood the intent of the Law. They chose instead to examine the letter, smaller and smaller points and miss the BIG PICTURE. If you wonder what the Jewish world was like in the days of the Apostles, read the Book of Acts and see the “peace” that the Jewish people brought to the Greek cities, when Paul came -- riots, chaos before the courts, soldiers who had to intervene. What did they miss? Moses said, 
“If you do what the Lord asks, people will come to you and say – what a wise people this is.” Instead of that, they found something else.

And we are not even talking about the tribes that didn’t stay, who’ve been so far removed from it that they know nothing until they rediscover the NT and the OT as the result of Christianity spread in the world. But Jesus of Nazareth had to pay the penalty of sin. Therefore he was born mortal, unlike a theophany or a manifestation, Jesus’ life was not just in the spirit. The physical life was in the blood. And when He shed His blood, He shed His life, commended the spirit to God and He fell asleep in death and was buried. But before He did that, we have to ask the question – was Jesus of Nazareth able to do this because He was simply a human being?  Did He have human nature? Did He have the nature of God? Did He have human will? Did He have the will of God? Was he, if you please, a God/man. That is a son of God and a son of man through His mother. 

Let us summarize something very important. When you met Jesus, Jesus said to Thomas, and He could have said the same to you, “ He who has seen Me has seen the Father. If the Father were to have manifested Himself as a human being, you would see no difference between Him and Me.” In fact, “ if you’ve seen Me”, Jesus said, “you have seen the Father, because the Father is in Me.” The spirit of God, God as the Son, God as the Father is one spirit. You cannot say that a third of God is the Holy Spirit, a third of God is the Son and a third of God is the Father. You can’t say of yourself, if you are a grandfather, a father, a son or a grandson well, you know, uh, my wife and I are grandparents. We are also parents. We are also son and daughter and grandson and granddaughter. You can’t divide up and say – a part of me is this and a part of me is that. What I am, body or mind, in this case we’ll forget the body, but the mind - we are one. And that’s the oneness of the image of God in each.  That in our minds we cannot in fact do other than describe the difference between Father and Son and the ability to think and thought. But you can’t carve up the mind, because the mind involves spirit. And you can’t separate into parts spirit. 

So when Jesus came, He came imbued with the Spirit of God, with the will of God, with the nature of God. But He was born as a human and He had human nature, He had human will.  But let me explain before you give the wrong definition of human nature. Jesus said, “The Devil has nothing in Me.” What is called human nature today is not human nature as it was first created. Human nature is the result of what God created in addition to all the wondrous thoughts that are parents and grandparents and our peers as that term is used in school and the radio and the press, television, heh, heh,  now the internet, the magazines and, if you please, society as a whole, and the Devil has put into our thinking.

Human nature today must be defined entirely different. Adam had human nature. When Adam and Eve chose to disobey, Adam and Eve expressed the human nature that had been now infected by the Devil. The first thing the woman could say is once she was deceived and point the finger at the Devil. And when God got to Adam, he admitted he wasn’t deceived and he didn’t point the finger at the Devil. He said, “The woman (pointing the finger to her) that YOU GAVE me,” and he pointed the finger to God as the One Who was to blame!! Think about that. Jesus did not have that nature. Jesus said, John says of Jesus that He knew what was in man. And Jesus said – the Devil comes but he has nothing in Me. His ideas never lodged in My mind. Why? Not because the flesh or the brain of the human being of Jesus of Nazareth had the capacity to resist any more than human flesh in any one of us. The difference is there was the nature of God. And Jesus was one person, was one mind with two wills and two natures. And that mind of God cannot be tempted. So we must distinguish that in that mind was two wills: one that couldn’t be tempted and one that could, and the two wills were such that the will of God always dominated, because Jesus was the Eternal God in the flesh.

There are those who have thought that Jesus of Nazareth prayed more, was more zealous, read more, studied more, and if any one of us could do it as much as He did, we could be perfect. That’s to misunderstand that the flesh is weak. There is no way to discipline yourself without the spirit of God to be perfect. So let us make clear – Jesus was tempted in all points like as we are in terms of His flesh, in terms of the human will, but Jesus was also God. And the mind of God cannot be tempted. Do you think that God is so shortsighted (I don’t think any of you do) that He couldn’t see through the Devil’s arguments? Do you think if God is infinite wisdom and infinite reason that the Devil could ever have come up with an argument that God couldn’t answer? This is why the proper way to define it is that Jesus was tested in all points such as we are. The flesh could be tempted, but the mind of God can only be tested. God saw through every argument as soon as the Devil would begin it. Now, you’re hungry. Remember that silly argument? “If you are the Son of God,” if you want to know the Devil wasn’t very shrewd, casting a doubt. 

Anyway, you can go through the story of the temptation, and you can see to what extent we need a totally new perspective on the remarkable thing that there was indeed, the manifestation of God in the human flesh, the Messiah promised to Abraham, promised to Adam and Eve. Through Eve it was given, because it would be the seed of a woman. The father would be God. This person, resurrected, the firstborn from the dead, firstborn meaning having the right of firstborn from the dead. It is not talking about being born again. It is not based on the word genao – to be begotten or born. Prototokos is a rank of firstborn. So don’t misunderstand what it means to be born again or to be produced again.

When Jesus was raised from the dead and He ascended into heaven, there was a point in time when Jesus could appear and disappear, when He could appear in a another form – last chapter gospel of  Mark. John says, “We handled Him.” We knew what He was like before He died. We knew what He was like afterwards. He could appear and disappear afterwards. He was REAL. This was not an illusion. This was not a vision. This was a real being who ascended. And in chapter three of First John, John, the first letter, I John  chapter 3,  we touched, we handled, we spoke with, “but it does not yet appear what we shall be like, but we know this that when the Messiah appears, we shall be like Him; (cough, cough) we shall see Him as He is. What they handled was not what Jesus is like today. What we are now (cough, cough) is not what we shall be. God is not now merely Father, Son and Holy Spirit. That’s God, the infinite unchangeable God. But that God is manifest now in the realm of spirit as a glorified human being. The Book of Hebrews speaks of Him as the Man Jesus Christ, the glorified man who is also God. God then in making us had not in His mind that we should become eternal spirits filling the universe, but that we should in fact, dwell as immortals, the sons of God in a glorified body, and that collectively we should be as the bride or wife of the Son  of God who now is not merely God’s mind, but God’s mind in a glorified human body. 

So, He is now at the right hand of God the Father. The right hand is a symbol of the court, not because one has a hand, because God who is One does not have form and shape unless He chooses to manifest it either in the realm of the angels or in the realm of time and space. Thank you, uh, for some reason something happened.( He was referring to clearing his throat. I assume someone brought him some water.) In all probability (cleared his throat) the voice is, you know, those last touches of a bit of allergy or the molds and pollen that came with the winds from across where we live in the desert. I should like you then to consider that when we are baptized into the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, God hasn’t altered one bit. But that which we think of as the Son or the Word, the Logos, the Wisdom of God now dwells also as God, not another God, but dwells as God in a body. And we shall also, as Philippians tells us, have that mind. Paul put it in these terms, “Let this mind be with - within Jesus Christ  let it be in you .” So that God dwells in us and collectively God will dwell in the Church and dwell in the Bride of Christ, His wife who has made herself ready. This is what we call the Family of God. God has a family. One, the firstborn is in charge as and responsible as a husband is to be the head of the wife. And all human beings collectively are in that position. Marriage was to tell us the meaning of that. And the husband is to behave as Jesus Christ did who gave His life for all of us. And we are all to behave in a manner that any son of God would, even to be willing to die for one another, and collectively to consider Jesus the captain of our salvation as a wife should consider her husband. I think that’s an appropriate ending.
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